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Radiological studies are often vital in making impairment assessments.

There are, however, some pitfalls in the practical use of radiology and this
newsletter addresses some of these.

Questions on this point often arise during the teaching sessions and are clearly a
matter of concern for many assessors.

I hope this newsletter helps in this sometimes “tricky” area.

Associate Professor Richard Stark
Chair, AMA4 Guides Impairment Assessment Training Program

IRadiology studies and Impairment assessments
Often radiology is important in Impairment assessments:

1. For better understanding of the underlying pathology (for example
when considering the possibility of radiculopathy), or

2. As a direct method of determining impairment (for example
identifying fractures with displacement, or assessing cartilage interval for
Arthritis in accordance with specific instructions of the Guides

Ideally examiners should have access both to the images and to radiological
reports. If these are not available the referring party can be contacted to make
them available. In some cases, when the relevant radiology has not been done,
new studies may need to be arranged but this should only be done in consultation
with the referrer.



There are several potential pitfalls:

1. Reports are available but notimages: if a confident opinion can be based
on the report alone it may be reasonable to provide this but an explicit comment
must be made as to whether the opinion is based on a review of images or
radiology report only.

2. Digital radiography is now the usual practice and it is increasingly rare
for X-ray films to be provided for viewing. Situations occur when images are
available on a disc which cannot be opened. The problems often arise from
relying on the software that is on the disc itself. This issue can usually be
overcome by the use of commercial software that can read images of various
formats from the disc. This is inexpensive and speeds the process considerably
as well as making the imaging more reliably accessible. The use of Digital
radiography can also facilitate accurately measuring of joint space intervals

3. Some examiners may have the ability to log in to a public hospital or
private radiology services and view images that way. At least one public hospital
administration when asked about accessing images in this way provided very
firm advice that accessing patient files could only be undertaken by those
involved in the care of that patient for the purpose of the patient’s medical
management. This advice would thus prohibit accessing images in this way to
assistin an impairment assessment. Likewise, accessing images from a private
provider might involve imaging unrelated to the compensable injury and there
may be questions of obtaining appropriate consent.

The TCMC is therefore of the view that imaging should not be accessed
on-line without the explicit detailed informed consent of all parties
involved (including the radiology provider).

4, It is vital to remember that some assessments rely on very specific
radiological techniques (weight bearing views, for example) and the examiner
must be certain that the radiology conforms to the technical requirements as
specified in the Guides.
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